
 

 

Kearney Township Regular Board Meeting 

4820 Aero Park Drive, Bellaire, MI 49615 

(231) 533-5719 

May 4, 2026 

Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call:  Niepoth, Murray, Valuet, Hagood and Comben.  

 

Conflict of Interest:  None. 

 

Motion by Valuet, supported by Murray, to approve agenda, with additions under New Business 

of D. Metro Act funds and E. Copier Issues, carried. 

 

Motion by Comben, supported by Hagood, to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2026 meeting, 

as presented, carried. 

 

Motion by Murray, supported by Comben, to approve payment of the bills, as presented, in the 

amount of $24,076.87, carried. 

 

Public Comment:  Sheriff Hoch provided report and updated Board on personnel matters, Safety 

Center and latest scam circulating in the area. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Federal ADA Compliance pertaining to Township website, STG proposal: deadline for ADA 

compliance was extended one year.  No action needed until after accessibility audit is conducted 

by STG. 

 

Michigan PAR Plan Assessment recommendation:  Treasurer contacted and Clerk will follow up. 

 

Planning Commission/Assessor computer purchase:  Dell equipment purchased and delivery 

anticipated in next week. 

 

Great Lakes Energy Franchise Agreement:  Motion BY VALUET to adopt Ordinance No. 05-04-

2026, seconded by Murray, carried.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:  Niepoth, Murray, Valuet, Hagood and 

Comben.  Nays:  None. 

 

New Business: 

 

Discuss Planning Commission request to look into hiring consultant to look at Master Plan and 

help with language regarding new housing requirements:  Board discussed housing language 

requirements and whether a consultant or the township attorney should assist with Master Plan.  

The Master Plan is updated every five years so a decision is not required at this time. 

 



 

 

Library Board appointment:  Motion by Valuet, supported by Murray, to reappoint Diane Bennett 

to the Library Board for a four (4) year term, carried. 

 

Training requests: 1. Deputy Clerk for upcoming MTA training and 2. Mileage/Training 

reimbursement for Dick Jacques.  Motion by Comben, supported by Valuet, to accept Deputy 

Clerk’s request for training and Dick Jacques request for reimbursement, carried. 

 

Metro Act funds:  Clerk provided information from MTA franchise training regarding use of 

Metro funds.  Board agreed that all Metro funds received prior to and after this meeting should 

be moved to/deposited in the Road Fund account. 

 

Copier issues:  Scanning issues with new copier discussed.  Clerk to contact T. Nyquist to 

resolve. 

 

County Commissioner VanAlstine updated the Board on county business. 

 

Officer Reports:   

 

Treasurer:    mi.gov email set up. 

 

Clerk: Ad for spring cleanup in paper and information on website; contacted John 

Hancock regarding annual pension contribution; camera upgrade complete; road 

commission meeting May 7th; awaiting acknowledgement on ARPA closeout 

report; sam.gov registration renewal complete; election on May 5th for Char-Em 

School District proposal, FBI Active Shooter Training attended and future training 

opportunities may be available; summarized BOE communications with County 

Clerk and Kearney has not received a list; and discussed adding a television in the 

hall for training and meetings. 

 

Trustee Comben:  Very disappointed in the work that was performed at the Fisherman’s Paradise 

access point.   

 

Supervisor: Due to issues with work performed at Fisherman’s Paradise access point the 

Supervisor had to adjust and reinforce the 4x6’s placed at the site; Industrial 

Magnetics donated the steel plates used to reinforce the 4x6’s – thank you; water 

tanks are out at the cemeteries; hall speaker system no longer works and discussed 

replacing; and shared information presented at Michigan Association of Counties 

meeting. 

 

Motion by Valuet, supported by Comben, to adjourn meeting at 8:31 p.m., carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

Michelle D. Valuet, Clerk 


