Kearney Township Board Regular Meeting
4820 Aero Park Drive, Bellaire, MI 49615

February 3, 2025
MINUTES
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call: Niepoth, Murray, Hagood, Comben Absent: Valuet
Conflict of Interest: None
Motion by Murray, supported by Hagood, to approve agenda, as presented, carried.

Motion by Comben supported by Murray to approve the January 6, 2025 Townshp Board
Meeting minutes as presented, carried.

Motion by Murray, supported by Hagood to approve payment of the bills, as presented, totaling
19,410.18, carried.

Public Comment: Brian Graham, current township counsel, discussed the new law firm and
recommends, in light of his retirement, that a new downstate law firm is recommended to assume
the legal business of the township.

Old Business:

Zoning Fee Schedule: Zoning Fee Schedule was discussed from previous month. Motion by
Murray to approve the new fee schedule with changes as proposed, $850 for special meetings
and $550 for variance requests, supported by Hagood, carried.

Budget: Copy of budget worksheet and wage schedule distributed. Changes were presented and
will be brought back to the Board next month for approval. Budget hearing in March, 2025.

New Business:

Earned Sick Time Policy: The policy must be in place by February 21, 2025. Motion by
Comben, to accept earned sick time act proposal, supported by Hagood, carried. Roll call vote:

Yes: Niepoth, Murray, Hagood, Comben = No: None Absent: Valuet

Village of Bellaire Road Project Financial Assistance Request: Discussion by board. Further
information is being requested from Village. To be tabled until next month.

Dan Bennett, Bellaire Village President, also reported on village business.

Public Comment: Brian Graham volunteered to serve on the Zoning Board of appeals after his
retirement.



Commissioners Report: County Commissioner VanAlstine updated the Board on county
business.

Officer Reports: Treasurer: CD matured on 1/23, put into another 9-month CD which will mature
in October, online taxpaying has been going well, more people using it and more people using
BS&A. Trustee: Trustee Comben had questions regarding election reimbursement, digitalizing
township records and reported that the Planning Commission elected new officers. Digitalizing
and scanning records is something that could be investigated. Supervisor: Letter from Brian
Graham requesting to be on the ZBA Board after his retirement, letter from Anavon requesting
feedback on their phone services and asking the Township to be on their reference list. Bob
Hughey has resigned from ZBA after 15 years of service.

Motion by Murray, supported by Hagood to adjourn meeting at 8:25 p.m.

Recorded by

Deborah A. Hiltz, Deputy Clerk

Approved by

Michelle D. Valuet, Clerk



