
 

 

Kearney Township Board Regular Meeting 

4820 Aero Park Drive, Bellaire, MI 49615 

 

October 7, 2024 

 

Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Roll Call:  Niepoth, Murray, Valuet, Hagood and Alger.   

 

Conflict of Interest:  None. 

 

Motion by Hagood, supported by Alger, to approve agenda, as presented, carried. 

 

Motion by Murray, supported by Hagood, to approve the September 9, 2024 Township Board 

Meeting minutes, as presented, carried. 

 

Motion by Valuet, supported by Murray, to approve payment of the bills, as presented, totaling 

$17,057.38, carried. 

 

Public Comment: Julie Brown, the new Bellaire Schools Superintendent, introduced herself and 

provided information on the bond renewal proposal to support safety and security upgrades.  

Sheriff Hoch and Deputy County Administrator, Janet Koch, discussed the proposed bond 

proposal and the need for a new Public Safety Center.  Jail tours are available on October 11th 

and 25th.  

 

Old Business: 

 

Short Term Rentals:  The Board discussed whether licensing is the best way to handle short term 

rentals.  The Village of Bellaire is pursuing a licensing Ordinance and is willing to collaborate 

with the Township.  Supervisor Niepoth mentioned an email received from Mr. Bostater 

regarding the change to the August 12 minutes that was approved at the September meeting.  The 

Clerk mentioned that it has been the Township’s standing position that HOA ByLaws and Deed 

Restrictions can be more stringent than the Township Zoning Ordinance.  The Board discussed 

and agreed that the original statement “The Supervisor advised that the deed restrictions apply . . 

.” was correct and the change to “The Supervisor indicated that the HOA would need to 

determine whether the deed restrictions apply.” was not what was said, therefore, the original 

statement in the August 12th meeting minutes should have been approved as stated. 

 

Master Plan:  Motion by Valuet, supported by Murray, to adopt the Township Master Plan, with 

changes, carried.  Roll Call Vote:  Yes:  Niepoth, Murray, Valuet, Hagood and Alger.  No:  None.  

Absent:  None. 

 

 

 



 

 

New Business: 

 

Zoning Fee Schedule:  Supervisor provided fee schedules from several Antrim County 

Townships but plans to obtain additional fee schedules for comparison purposes at the next 

meeting. 

 

Wolverine Fireworks Display Permit Request:  Motion by Hagood, supported by Alger, to 

approve the Shanty Creek Summit fireworks display on December 31, 2024, as presented, 

carried.  

 

County Commissioner VanAlstine updated the Board on county business. 

 

Officer Reports:   

Clerk:  Sheriff Department Newsletter received; “I Voted” stickers from State contest to be 

provided for distribution at the polls; Chestonia Township Public Hearing on proposed ORV 

Ordinance October 10th; DDA Meet & Greet on October 15th; Village of Mancelona Public 

Hearing on proposed ORV Ordinance November 12th; Sheriff’s Office monthly report; Public 

Accuracy Test of Voting Equipment to be held on October 16th at 2:00 p.m.   

Trustee Alger:  water tanks at cemeteries are stored for the winter, question regarding whether 

reimbursement was received for Early Voting in February.  Clerk advised that reimbursements 

are expected to begin the end of October.   

Supervisor:  contacted on the proposed Safety Center; and questions received regarding Early 

Voting and Absentee Ballots.   

 

Motion by Murray, supported by Hagood, to adjourn meeting at 7:48 p.m., carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

Michelle D. Valuet, Clerk 

 


